Hand and arm were apparently those of a female; they bore a livid and sodden appearance; and directly fronting me, where the body ought to have been, there was only blank, transparent space, through which I could see the dim forms of the objects beyond. I was fearfully startled, and ran shrieking to my mother, telling what I had seen; and the house-girl, whom she next sent to shut the door, apparently affected by my terror, also returned frightened, and said that she too had seen the woman's hand ; which, however, did not seem to be the case. And finally, my mother going to the door, saw nothing, though she appeared much impressed by the extremeness ot my terror and the minuteness of my description. I Between the prisoner and her husband there had always existed the best feeling, and towards her own child she had never, before the murder in question, been observed to act otherwise than with affection, nor was there anything to show the sli"htcst ill-feeling against the little girl. It api>eared, however, that for about eight months lnifore the 21st of August last (the latter end of 1847), the manner of the prisoner became Btrangely altered, and she had threatened to burn her child.
She had been brought up a Protestant, but just before the change in her manner was observed, she had l>een in the habit of reading Roman Catholic books, and used to attend Roman Catholic worship. She had had her child also baptized by a Roman Catholic woman after it had been baptized by a Piotestant clergyman. Subsequently, however, she used some expression of regret about the child's baptism, and she thought it would go to hell, and desired that the incumbent of the jiarish might lie asked to baptize it again. It was proved, further, that she laboured at times under the delusion that her mother (who had been dead eight or nine years) was haunting her, sometimes sitting beside her, and at other times following from behind. She was subject, too, at intervals to severe paroxysms of excitement, during which her violence was so great as to render it necessary to hold her by force. Her friends obtained from a surgeon a certificate of her being a lunatic, and she was admitted into the W Union workhouse, preparatory to her being sent to the county lunatic asylum. In the workhouse she was put in the insane ward, and exhibited the same illusion and the same violent paroxysms as she had before shown ; and the surgeon of the union, upon his examination, stated that he also considered her of insane mind, subject to lucid intervals. By the 13th of September, as appeared by the same surgeon's ovidence, she had become better, but, in his opinion, not in a condition to be left alone; and having no power to detain her at the workhouse, it not being a licensed asylum, he allowed her to leave the workhouse, and return home with her friends, who came for and who took her to her own house, and most imprudently left her with the two deceased children, her husband at the time being from home.
About eleven o'clock the same night some of her neighbours were alarmed by shrieks proceeding from her house, and upon going thither discovered that tho shrieks proceeded from her. She was discovered standing in her bed-room window in her night-dress brandishing a knife, and she was heard to call out several times, "I have cut their throats !?I have cut their throats !" Several people then entered the house, the unfortunate woman's brother being ono of the number, and the first to enter.
On seeing her brother she called him by his name, and said, "I have cut their throats?come and cut mine;" at tho same timo drawing the knife which she had in her hand across her own throat. Iler brother immediately rushed upon her and secured her hands, but not before she had succeeded in inflicting two severe wounds on her throat. He then gave her into the keeping of other persons present, and upon going to tho bed in the room, the most horrible sight presented itself: tho head of tho elder child was hanging from tho side of the bed, and attached to the body by a mero integument. Ho then turned down tho bed-clothes, and there saw the younger child's body and head, the latter completely severed from the body, and lying beside it. Under the bed and about the room, as tho witness expressed it, there was "a lake of blood." The unfortunate woman was then taken off in custody, and to tho constable she minutely described how the dreadful deed had been accomplished with the knife she held in her hand. She said that having failed to find her husband's razor, she took a common knife, sharpened it, and cut tho " poor things' " heads off?tho youngest first; and then added, "I am all right; tako me to S .
She was seen soon after by ono of tho surgeons before spoken of, and he and all tho witnesses clearly proved that then, as well as for a period of eight or nine months before tho dreadful occurrence, slio had been of insane mind, subject to lucid intervals. It appeared also that while in tho workhouse she had Buffered from a severe attack of smallpox, the effects of which were such as to affect the brain.?Verdict?Not guilty, on tho ground of insanity. Two other witnesses corroborated the evidence of Mary Price, and stated further that the prisoner had said, " I would not have killed my poor wife, but I thought was killing the great goddess Diana;" and that when he came out of the house after the murder, he read aloud a part of a chapter in the Bible and a psalm. The prisoner used to be employed as a drover, and had been absent from home a month a short time before the murder, having only returned a day or two before. It was also further proved by the policeman who took the prisoner into custody that he Raid he "thought it waa the goddess Diana in the bottomless pit he was killing."
Mr. W , surgeon, spoke to the examination of the deceased, and to the probability of the death having been occasioned by the blows inflicted with the broken ladder, and stated that he had spoken to the prisoner at the coroner's inquest; that he talked incoherently, but he could not express any opinion as to his sanity otherwise than at that time.
The daughter of the witness Mary Price deposed to conversations, about the 25th October, with the deceased as to the state of the prisoner's mind, in his presence, and also to the odd manner exhibited by the prisoner at the same time; and that the deceased said her husband "had a spell, and she must get it removed, cost what it might."?Verdict?Not guilty, on the ground of insanity.
A woman named B was charged with the murder of her two children by throwing them into the canal. She had been committed to prison, and was brought to the court two years since, but was at that time too insane to plead. At the summer assizes she was again put to the bar, it being then supposed that she was so much better, and therefore able to plead and be discharged. Seeing so many people in court, and the naming the ofience when she was arraigned, had such an effect upon her, that it became necessary to remove her instantly from the court. At the assizes, she was again brought up, and appeared quite calm and collected; and when she was called upon to plead, she said she was " not guilty." No evidence being offered against her, she was given up to her husband. her daughter, by cutting her throat. The prisoner had been previously arraigned at the Lent Assizes, and was then found insane and unfit to plead, and since that period she had been confined in gaol, but having now recovered', was placed on her trial. The question for the jury to decide was, as to the state 'of mind of tho prisoner at the time she committed the act imputed to her.
The prisoner was tho wife of a labouring man near C , and had always borne the character of an affectionate wife and mother. On being charged by her master with being in the family-way, she denied it, but it afterwards transpired that she had been delivered of a child. She was said to have been a good, kind-hearted girl whilst in his service, but was subject to great depression of spirits, and often in deep studies. The child was suddenly taken ill, and died the same evening. Five witnesses were called to speak to the prisoner's character and habits, all of whom said that she was frequently in a low state of mind; and Mr. W M , a surgeon, who had attended her four or five years after a previous confinement, stated that she had suffered from puerperal insanity, which lasted for a fortnight, a disease to which women are sometimes subject, caused by a suppression of milk. Having suffered from it in her first confinement, she would be more disposed to another attack at a second confinement, and being left alone, or being in a desponding state, would dispose to it. She had poisoned the child by giving it laudanum.? Verdict?Not guilty, on the ground of insanity.
J I , the prisoner, charged with feloniously cutting and wounding his mother, with intent to murder her, was '65 years of age, and the only question for the jury to decide was, whether at the time the act was committed the prisoner was in such a state of mind as rendered him legally responsible for his actions.
It appeared from the evidence that the prisoner lived witli his mother at N , and they were on the most affectionate terms. On the Sunday, the day on which the prisoner committed the offence, he, without the least provocation, seized a razor, and attacked his mother with it, and inflicted a most severe injury upon her throat. He then rushed into the street, exclaiming, This was a most distressing case. The prisoner had put the child out to nurse with a woman eight weeks ago, and was to pay 2s. 6d. per week for it. She never paid anything for it, and Mrs. L told her she would no longer keep the child, and she must get another place for it, which she proceeded to do. She took away the child the same day, saying she was going to take it to (J . The child was very weakly and delicate, and Mrs. L thought more than once that it would die, it was so thin and emaciated. The child was not seen again alive ; it was found in a pit containing water, with its frock tied over its head, and two bricks pinned in at the back of its head. It further appeared from the evidence of Mr. VV the present time confined in a lunatic asylum, and a sister, who is idiotic. Since her desertion by the father of her child, she had formed a connexion with another man, by whom it was alleged she was pregnant, but which, after an examination by a jury of matrons, was proved not to be the case. The defence set up on behalf of the prisoner was, that the identity of the body was not proved ; that the child being weakly, had died in her hands from natural causes, from convulsions or otherwise, and that she had thrown the body into the pit to avoid burying it publicly ; or that she might have committed the act imputed to her in a fit of insanity, to which malady her family was subject. Several respectable witnesses gave the prisoner an excellent character.
The learned Judge directed the jury that there was not before them the slightest evidence that the prisoner had committed the act imputed to her when in a fit of temporary insanity. His lordship having recapitulated the evidence, and stated its effects to the jury, left them to say whether in their opinion the evidence brought home the capital charge to the prisoner, and he charged them not to flinch from their duty, but, however painful it might be to them, if they believed her guilty they would say so by their verdict. If they had a reasonable doubt upon the matter, they must give the prisoner the benefit of that doubt.
The jury found the prisoner Guilty, but added a strong recommendation to mercy. The Judge then passed the sentence of death in the usual manner, during which he was affected to tears, and promised to forward the recommendation of the jury to the Queen. The (a lunatic asylum in which he had been confined). Witness then asked him when he left that asylum, and he answered, "About ten weeks previously." The conversation then dropped. Witness made a post-mortem examination of the deceased, and upon examining the head he discovered that the balls had passed through the middle lobe of the left side of the brain to the anterior lobe 011 the right side, where their course was stopped by the cranium. The two balls produced he found lodged in the anterior lobe of the brain. Death was caused by concussion and an effusion into the brain, the result of a pistol-shot. Upon applying to the officer for relief, she said her name was I M , and that she had come from L , and the father of the child was dead. When taken to the workhouse, the child had a black eye, which the prisoner said was caused by a fall, or by falling from her knee, and that it was only eleven months old.
It had no other marks than a black eye, and the prisoner gave various accounts how it was done. She first said she let it fall as she was coming from Darlington ; then, that one night when she went out, she gave the child to her husband, and that when she returned and took the child she saw no black eye until the following morning. There were also some marks on the child's back, which she said were done by the father beating it. On the 4th of June, the prisoner went into a room to one of the inmates, and said they must go directly to the child, as it was in a fit. Upon two of the inmates going into the room, the prisoner had the child upon her knee beside the bed. The child made no noise.
Mr. H , the surgeon was sent for, who examined the child. There were no marks of violence on the child then, and it was put to bed with the prisoner. The prisoner had placed the child upon the cold floor; and upon the surgeon telling her it should not be there, she took it up and flung it upon the bed. About eleven o'clock the same night, A II , one of the inmates, went into the prisoner's room; none but the prisoner was there, and she said the child was dying. The surgeon ordered that some persons should sit up with the child all night, but the prisoner said there was no call for that. Upon again inquiring how the child was, the prisoner said, "Nicely." Witness went to breakfast, and upon her return to the room at nine o'clock, she found the prisoner sitting by the bedside with the child upon her knee.
Its head was covered with a shawl, which being taken away, the prisoner said the child was dead; the child was taken from her, and upon its being washed, a desperate bruise at the back of the head and a long cut in the forehead were discovered ; and on a stone mantelpiece which was in the prisoner's room were marks of blood?and it appeared that the prisoner had dashed the child's head against the mantel-piece, which caused its death. There was blood also on the hearthstone and the boards. Upon being asked how the child's head became bruised, prisoner said it had knocked its head against the bedside?it was an iron bedstead. It also appeared that after the child was dead, the prisoner kept it on her knees as she would a living one. The prisoner said her name was I M , also I T ;
that the child was her own, but that they called the father M .
Upon a post-mortem examination, it appeared there were marks and bruises on the right cheek and body of the child, beside those on its forehead ; the side of the head and face were swollen and of a dark livid colour, and thero was a fracture near the right side, near the temple. Beneath the scalp was a quantity of extravasated blood, and an extensive fracture on the left side, from the ear to the top of the head. The fracture of the head, together with the extravasated blood, were the cause of death. It would require several blows to cause the fractures, and it was not possible for the child to have done them.
A brother of the prisoner proved that for several years her conduct and demeanour had been such as to leave no doubt on their minds that she was a girl of iceak mind, and approaching almost to idiocy. 
